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Lake County, Oregon, ax its name implies, ix a connty of
lakes, but this article has special reference to that portion of
the county known as Warner Valley.

Warner Valley lies 1 the southeastern portion of Lake
county and contains a series of lakes known as Warner Lakes.

The territory covered in my investigations of the bird life
of this seclion comprises the valley from a few miles north of
Plush to tite lower or south end, a distance of some 36 miles.

The valley proper is from five to eight miles wide and cov-
ering about 180 square miles.

In this valley, beginning at the north, are found the follow-
ing lakes: Hart, Crump, Pelican, Dodson, Greeser, and Alkali
Lakes.

All are freshwater lakes, except Alkali, and are fed by Ioney
Creek at P'lush, Deep Creek at Adel, and Twenty Mile Creek in
the southwest corner.

The major portion of the entire valley is flooded in the early
season by irrigation ditches, to mature the crop of wild hay.

Ncattered over this fract are many portions of land above
high water mark. Several of the lakes contain islands. Sur-
rounding these lakes are large patehes of tules and flags and
outxide of such areas are found the wild grass meadows.

The general elevation of the valley ix 4500 feet.

On the west side of the valley are high mountain ranges,
known as the Warner Rim, and on the sonth and east, equally
as high ranges; elevations up to 6500 feet, and on top of these
ranges are found the table Tands.

The monntains and table lands are covered with sage brush
and greasewood, with scattering trees of Juniper.

The low lands along the streams have dense growths of Cot-
tonwood, Willows, Junipers, Choke Cherry, Wild PPhin trees
and some Wild Roxe bushes.
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The farming lands, which ave all irrigated, have large groves
of Toplar trees, fruit orchards, alfalfa fields and gardens.

Aloug all the irvigation ditches are found dense growths of
willow trees and bushes.

The various descriptions heretofore given will be referred to
under separate headings of the many birds found breeding in
this valley.

My cbservations covered a period from May 20 to June 20,
1922, being the height of the breeding seasen during this vear.

While nests of all the species listed were not located there is
110 doubt of their nesting, ax the birds were mated, and weie ob-
served during my stay.

Nearly all the lakes contain fish and vegetation, suitable
for food for the many wading and water fowl which annually
come here to nest. '

It was observed that the varvious species xelected brexling
erounds quite separate and apart.  Ior example, the Greebes
were fonnd on the west side of the lake, the Gnlls, Terns and
Pelicans on the east side.

The Redhead Ducks were found only in one portion of the
valley.

Reference to the map which accompanies this article will
further make clear this point.

1. WeuSTERN GrEBE— 2 chmophorus occidentalis.

Not common. Four pair on Crump Lake and three pair on Hart
Lake. Not seen in other parts of the valley.

4. AMpricaN Earep GREpE—Colymbus nigricollis calijorticus.

Very common on Hart and Crump Lakes. Ncsting in the tules bor-
dering on the lakes. Nests of tules floating on water, four to six eggs.
6. Piep-piLLep GriBe—Podilymbus podicipes.

Oune pair found on Pelican lL.ake. Would appear to be a rare nesting
bird here.

54. TRING-BILLED GUuLL—Larns delawarcnsis.

Very common. Nestinng on island in the east part of Crump Lake;
500 nests on one island and 85 nests on another island. Ninety per ceut
of nests contained young June 11. Two and three eggs in scts.

64. CasriaN Terx—Sterna caspia.

Not common. Twenty-five pair nesting in colony on island in Crump
Lake. Complete sets by June 11. Nesting with the Ring-billed Gulls.
Cne, two, three eggs in set.

69, ForsTER's TErN—Stcrna forsteri.

Nesting on island in Crump Lake; separate and apart from other
birds. Nest very compact, made of flags and grass, raised four or five
inches from ground. Three eggs in set Junz 11.

77. Brack TerN—Huydrochelidon wigra surin@mcnsis.
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Not common. Some 25 pair nesting near the eastern border of Crump
Lake. Eggs two and three in sets June 11.
120c. FaraLLoNeE CorMOraANT—Phalucrocoraxr dilophus albociliatus.

Not common. A dozen pair nesting on Bird island, Hart Lake. Three
and four eggs June 5. Nest on the ground made of tule and flags.
125, AMEeEricaN WHiTE PrrLicaN-—Pclecanus crythrorhynchos.

Not abundant. Twenty-five pair seen in the valley. Nesting on Bird
istand, Hart Lake, and Gull island, Crump Lake. One and two eggs
June 11.

Typical Nest and Eggs of Forster’s Tern

129, A129. AMEBERICAN MpERGANSER—IMergus americanys.

One pair seen on Crump Lake June 5.

151. Hooben Mercasser—Lophodytes cucullats.

One pair secen on Crump Lake and one pair on Dodson Lake June 1.
152, DMavrvawp—Anas boschas.

One of the most abundant ducks nesting in the valley. Nesting in
the marshes, also on Deep Creek, Honey Creek, Twenty Mile Creek and
on the rocky side of Warner Rim, under sage brush. Eggs 7 to 15, May
25 to June 10.

135. GapwarLL—Chaulcelasmius streperius.
Very common. Found nesting in the tule marshes around the lakes.
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Sets May 23 to June 15, six to eleven eggs. Nests made of tules, some-
times floating on the water.
156, Bavvear—Marcea americena.

Ounly three pair seen in the valley. These birds were mated antd
witheut doubt getting rcady to ncst.
140. Brue-winckd Tear—Querquedule discors.

One pair gcen and one nest found with eggs May 25, Not commoul.
141, CINNAMOGN Tiar—Querquedula cyanoplera.

Common, and found nesting throughout the valley on small grass
islands above Ligh water mark. Nesting June 10. Sets seven to ten.
142, SHOVELLER

Spatula ciypeata.

Not common, but at leest a dozen pair seen in the valley. Mated
and nes<ting June 1.

143. Pixtan—Dafila acuta.

Not over six pair seen in the valley. One nest on Deep Creek.
Eleven eggs, June 15,

146. Repncsp—XMarila americanda.

Quite a common duck. Found nesting on islands near Pelican Lake.
June 10. Sets eight to 10 eggs.

147, CaNvas-pack-—Mcerila valisineria.

One of the rarer specie found in the valley, and cnly three pair seen
mated June 5.

167. Ruppy DUucK—Erismatura jamaicensis.

Several mated pairs seen in Pelican and Crump Lakes June 5.
172, CaNaApa GoosE—Dranta canadensis canadcnsis.

At least 25 pair nesting in valley. Canada Geese with young seen
June 1. Set two eggs on Bird island. TIncubation half on June 5.

187. WHITE-FACED GLeSSY IBIs—Picgadis guaraunda.

Three pair seen June 1 on the eastern border of Crump Lalke.
160. AMERICAN BITTERN—Botaurus Ilentiginosis.

Very common, and could be heard in all parts of the marshes in the
valley. Would estimate at least 100 pair nesting. Sets May 25 to June.
10, three to four eggs. Nest built in the tules some eight or ten inches
ahove water.

124, GreaT BLue Hezon—Ardea herodias herodias.,

Very common, probably 25 pair nesting. Colony near Dodson Lake of
eight nests built in the top of willow bushes fifteen feet high. Nest on
Bird island were cn the ground and made of tules. Sets two to six,
May 24.

202. BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT Hrrex—Nycticorar nycticorar narius.

Not common. But twelve pair observed in the valley.

206. SaxpurLl Caaxt—Grus canadensis mericand.

Seen in all porticns of the valley. Ten pair nesting, about one pair
to every eighteen square miles of marsh land. Nest with cggs, May 20
to 20. Nest with young birds, June 6. Nesting far out in the marshes.
S1L. sona—Porzuna carolind.

Several pair seen near Dodson Lake, and were no doubt getting ready
to nest.

221, AxcricaN Coer—Iulica americana.
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Very common in all the tule marshes and flags. Sets 7 to 10. Dates,
May 28 to June 30. Many not complete sets on later dates.

223. NowrrnerN Puavavrore-—Phalaropus lobatus.

Three pair mated scen near marshes of Dodson Lake and their actions
would indicate nesting June 1.

224, WiLsoX's PHALArorE—Stegauopus tricolor,

Quite a number of pairs seen near Dodson Lake, all being mated, and
withcout dcubt getting ready to nest June 1.

275, AMERICAN AVoCET—RCcurvirostra quericand.

A common nesting bird of the valley. Preferring small alkali island
in the marshes. Nests of tules, flags and grass raised some three inches
frem ground. Eggs 4. Sets May 30 to June 10.

250, WiLsoXN's SNxivE—Gallinago delicata.

Scveral birds in pairs seen in the south end of valley in the meadow
lands.

263. SrorreEn SANDPRIPER—Actitis nacularia.

Several pairs nesting on Deep Creek, Honey and Twenty Mile Creeks.
Nest near streams, made of dried grass. KEggs four, June 4.

264. Loxc¢-piLied CurrLEw—Niqueniuns americanus.

Two pairs of birds seen in the valley. Nest of four eggs found June
G. Built on dry knoll covered with wild grass made of dry grass. Return-
ing next day to lake. Photo of nest and eggs. Found the birds in much
exeitement, with two crows near. On reaching nest found eggs had been
carried off by the crows.

273. KirLrpeer—Oxyechus vociferas.

Very common along the sireams and borders of the lakes where open
dry ground could be found. '
2G4, CARLIFORNIA PARTRIDGE—Lophortyr califoruica.

Very common. Many pairs seen along Deep, Honey and Twenty Mile
Crecks. Just beginning to nest June 10.
a0e.  Sacr Grousr—Centrocercus wrophasiarus.

Very abundant on the table lands of Warner Rim and on the Sage
Brush Mountain, cast of the valley. Nearly all had young birds by
June 1.

516. WesTERN MoURNING Dovi—Zcenaidura macroura marginella.

One of the most common and numerons birds of the valley. From
six to fifteen pair found near each ranch house. Over fifty pair nesting
along Deep Creek for a distance of one mile. Nests low down in willow
and cottonwood trees. Eggs two, May 20 to June 10.

325, Turkey Vievruvre—Cathartes aura septentrionalis.

Very common bird in the valley nesting on the rocky cliffs of Wai-
ner Rim.

921. Manrsit Hawx—Circus lhudsouius.

Several pair seen in the valley nesting in the tules. All had young
May 25.

822, SHARP-SNINNED HawKk—Accipiter velor,

One pair seen on Deep Creek necar marshes.
327b. WEesTERN RED-TATL—DButeo borealis calurus.

Two pair seen in the valley. One nest on rocky cliff up Deep Creek
with young June 1.




Nesting Birds of Lake County, Oregon 137

342, SwWAINSON's HAWK—Dulco suwainsonii.
Scveral pair seen in different parts of the valley.
349. GorLbEN EAcLE—Aquila chrysactos.

One pair near Crump Lake in rocky cliff, 1500 feet high.
382, Bawp EacLE—Hdaliwtus lewcocephalus leucocephalus.

One pair unear Greeser Lake, nesting in Greeser Canyon, found by
sheep herders, with young in nest.
355, Pramrie FaLcon—Faleo mericenus.

Very common. Several pairs seen in various sections of the valley.
360a. Desert Srarrow Hawk—Falco sparverius phaleuda.

Six pair observed along the roads leading around the valley.
367, SHORT-EARED OwWL—Asio flammcus.

One pair secn near Greeser Lake.
s7ba. WesrtekN HORNED Ow1l—Bubo virginicnus pallcscens.

Very common. Generally seen near some raich buildings resting dur-
ing the day in large cottonwocd trees.
378. BurrowinNeg OwL—Spceotylo cunicularia hypogaea.

Oue pair seen near Dodson Lake with nest Juie 11.
2¢0. BeLTED KIixNgFISHER—CCryle «lcyon.

Found along Deep, Houey and Twenty Mile Creeks. Nesting in the
sand banks June 1.
394a. GairpNER'S WoODPECKER—D1ryobales pubescens gairdueri.

Several pairs seen and nests located well up in cottonwood trees
June 1.
408, LewIis's WoODPECKER—Asyndesmus lcwisti.

At least six pairs seen, and one nest in cottonwood tree on Deep
Creek, June 6.
413. RFo-suArTED FLICKER—COolaptes cafer collaris.

Quite common, and necting in willow or cottonwocod trees. Eggs five
tc eight, June 1 to 10.
420a. WESTERN NIGHTHAWK—Chordciles winor heuryi.

Observed in large numbers on Deep Creek. Arriving June 1. Not
nesting by June 15.
435. MorcoM's HUMMINGBIRD—A{this morcomi.

Two pairs scen on Deep Creek. Identification, from one female
specimen.

444, KixaBIRD—Tyrannus tyrannus.
Quite common in all sections nesting in juniper bushes June 1.

447. ArRKANSAS KinNapirD—Tyrannus verticalis.
A very common bird and found around all the farm ranches. Nest:

4148. Cassix's KinNapirb—Tyrannus vociferans.
Cune pair on Twenty Mile Creek.
ing in barns, telephone poles and high fences, June 10.
457. SAY'S PHEBE—Sayornis sayus.
Several pairs seen on Deep Creek.
462. WESTERN Woob PEwEE—Myiochaucs richardsoui richardsoni.

Several pair on Deep and Twenty Mile Creeck in the willows along
tle strecams. No nests June 15.

469. Wrient's FLycarcner—=Ewmpidonax wrightii.
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Several pairs seen in the poplar trees near the ranches, nesting high
un in the trees, June 10.

174c.  Desert HoryNep Lark—Otocoris alpestris leucolema,
Only a few pair scen in the entire valley, June 1.
475, AMERICAN Macrie—Pica pica hudsonia.

Very common on Twenty Mile and Honey Creek, but none seen on
Deep Creek. Nesting in willows May 25. Birds very destructive to egg
o other birds.

48§1.  CarrrorNia Jay—Aphelocoma californica.
A very common bird, found along the streams and irrigation ditches.

486. AMERICAN RAVEN—Corvus corax Sinuatus.

Two pair seen in the entire valley.

189. Norruwest Crow—Corvus caurinius.

Very common. Nesting but in the marshes in willow trees. All nests
found had young by May 25. A bird destroying many eggs, especially of
the Duck family.

494, BopoviNxxk—Dolickonyx oryzivorus.
A pair or two found in every alfalfa field.
495, Cownirn—Molothrus atcer.

A number were seen at Adel and Warner.

467, YeLLow-uRADED BLACKBIRD—Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus.

Very common, and nesting in the many tulie and flag swamps. Eggs
three to four, June 10 to 15.
4O08F. NORTHWESTERN Rubp-wiNxe—Agclaius phoniceus caurinus.

Very common and found nesting in the wild grass meadows near the
n:arshes. Kggs three to five. Full sets by May 27.

449, BricororEb BracKBIRD—Agelaius gubernator califoriticus.

Three pair nesting near Pelican Lake. KEggs 3. Nest in a clump ot
wild grass.
5C1b. WesTErN MEeEAbDOwWLARK—S{urnclla negleeta.

Quite common in the meadow lands around the entire border of the
valley.

508. BrLLoCK's Orrove—Icierus bullocki.

Very common. Found near all the ranch houses in poplar trees and
nesting along the stream. Nests very often high up and some as low as
ter feet from ground. Tggs 5. Full sets June 15.

510. BREWER'S BLACKBIRD—FEuphagus cyanoccphalus.

Very common. Probably 100 pair nesting within a mile of Adel on
Deep Creek. Nest built in cottonwood, willow, juniper trees and sage
brush. One pair of birds had stolen the new nest of Bullocks. KEggs 1
to 7. May 20 to June 15. Oriole had a set of six eggs.
5l4a. WesTERN EvENING GROSBEAK—H csperiphona vespertina montana.

Nesting in the pine forests at an elevation of 6500, and high up in
Lle {rees.

F17a. Cavrroryia Puorrernr Frxcn—Carpodacus purpureus californicus.

Several pairs along Deep Creek, but no nests located.

519. Hovse Fixcu—Carpodacus mericanus fronlalis.

Comimon near all the ranch houses, which had {rees or orchards.

Nest June 10.
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52%a. Park GowbriNcu—Astragalinus tristis pallidus.

A band of about twenty birds seen June 1.
552a. WESTERN LArk Svarvow—Chondesies grammacus sirigatus.

The most common sparrow found in the valtey. Nesting on the
grouud in pastures and meadows.
561B. MouNTAaIN SonNe Srarrow—2Jelospiza cinerea monlana.

Several pair seen near Adel and Warner.

566. Burack-veabkebd GrosprAk—Zamcelodia melanocephala.

A common bird along the water courses in the deep willow thickets.
589, Lazvrr BuNtTiNG—Cyanospiza amaend.

Two pair seen on Deep Creck nearly every day Juue 1 to 10.

607. WESTERN TaNAGER—Piranga ludoviciana.

A very common bird atong the mountain streams, but not as numer-
ous as Bullock’s Oriole.

612. Crirr SwaLLow—Pctrochclidon lunifrons.

Nesting by the thousands on the high cliffs of Warner Valley. Eggs
four to five, June 15.

615. BArRN Swarrow—Hirundo crythrogastra.

Quite common, nesting uuder bridges and uunder barns, June 10.
614. Trere Swarrow—Iridoprocne bicolor,

Very common out in the marshes where willows or cottonwood trees
with holes were found June 10.

615. VIOLET-GREEN SwaALLow—Tachycincta thalassina lepidda.

Two pair nesting near Adel in dead willow stubs June 10.
616. BANK SwaLLOW—RiIparia riparia.

Numerous pairs nesting in a bank on Deep Creek, half mile east of
Adel. June 1, four to five eggs.

619. Cepsr WaxwiNG—Bombycilla cedrorum.

Seen quite frequently in all parts of the valley on the west side.
627a. WESTERN WARBLING VIREO—Vircosylva gilva swainsoni. =

One pair seen at Adel, nesting in poplar grove, June 10.

652. CALIFORNIA YELLOW WARBLER—Dendroica @stiva brecwsleri.

This warbler was found in large numbers on Deep Creek and Twenty
Mite Creek. It seemed that nearly every clump of willow bushes had =
pair of warblers. Kggs four to five, June 10 to 20.
651a.  WESTERN YELLOW-THROAT—Geothlypis trichas occidentalis.

Very common along all the water courses, arriving about June 1.
658a. LoNGTAILED Ciiar—Icleria vircns longicaunda.

Common in and along the water courses. Nesting in wiltlow bushes
June 15.

701. AMERICAN DiprEr—Cinclus mcxicana wnicolor,

One pair nesting at falls on Deep Creek June 1.

715. Rock WreEN—Salpinctes absoletns absoletns.
Two pair seen up Deep Creek canyor.

72ib. Westery House WreEX—Troglodyles acdon parkmani.

A pair generally nesting at each farm house. Kggs May 20, young
June 15.
725a. Tvre WrEx—Telnatodyles palustris paludicola.
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Found in large numbers in the tulie swamps near the lakes. Eggs
four to six, June 1.

Th RUSSET-BACKED TrHUSH—HYylocichle ustulata ustulata.

One pair on Deep Creek, in the dense willow, but hear many singing
along the streams.

T6la. WESTERN RoBIN—Plancsticus migratorius propinquus.

Very common nesting bird of the valley. Kggs four to five and found
May 20 to June 10.

768. MoxNTANA BLUEBIRD—SIialia currucoides.

Several pair observed in the valley and on the tablelands up tn
6500 elevation.

The diversified fauna of Warner Valley makes it the ideal
nesting home of mauy birds, the list observed by me containing
102 speeie, and no donbt sowe of the rare species were not found.

The greatest enemy to bird life in the valley, especially to
eges, are the crows and magpies, as in the vieinity where these
birds were nesting hundreds of egg shells, especially duck’s,
were found.

Covotes and skinks also destroy nests and Kill hundreds of
the young birds.

The duceks, nesting in their order of numbers are: Mallad,
Gadwall, Cinnamon Teal, Redhead, Shoveller. Dintail, Rnddy
and Canvasbacks.

Other water fowl in crder of abundance: Ring B. Gnlls,
Forster's Tern, Avocetls, Am. Eared Greebes, Am. Bittern, (fas-
pean Tern, Great Blue Herons, Black Tern, PPelicans and Sand
I Cranes.

These birds cover the main bird life of the great marshes
and lakes of Warner Valley.



